
Anna movement has 
lost its focus: Hande
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SHARING COMMON GROUND: Rohini Nilekani 
autographs her book, ‘Uncommon Ground’, for 
Infosys Foundation chairperson Sudha Murty

B angalore: “I th in k  the 
A nna H azare m ovem ent 
for J a n  Lokpal B ill w as 
good but the focus got lo s t« 
som ewhere,” said  H arish  
H ande, th e  2011 
Magsaysay award winner.

Hande was speaking at 
the launch of ‘Uncommon 
G round’, au thored by Ro­
h in i N ilekani, c h a irp e r­
son of NGOs P ra th am  
Books and Arghyam.

Jayan t Sinha, m anag­
ing director, Omidyar Net­
works India Advisors, in 
a d ialogue w ith  H ande 
who is Selco Ind ia  m an­
aging director, said: “In 
India we have a  terrific people’s move­
m ent every five years. We have the 
power to vote out a  government if it’s 
no t working in  public interest. The 
righ t to vote is cherished in  India.”

E xpand ing  on the topic, S inha  
said in  the cu rren t 543-member Par­
liament, there are only 13 persons who 
have been elected four times; h is fa­
ther, BJP leader Yashwant Sinha, has

been elected thrice in the last four gen­
eral elections. “This explains people’s 
power in India. They know who works 
for them  and who doesn’t,” he said.

The conversation  m oderated  by 
N ilekan i touched  on th e  fac t th a t 
while in most places governments in­
tervene when m arkets fail, in  India 
markets step in when the government 
fails in  delivery of public goods.


