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 I asked Ajji, “May I please have some
laddoos?”
“Not now, beta, maybe tomorrow.”
But I did not want to wait till tomorrow.
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I asked Ajja, “May I go out to play with
my friends?”
“Not now, beta. Maybe after your
nap?”But I did not want to wait till after
my nap.
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I asked Ma, “May I wear these new
clothes?”
“Not now, beta, you can wear them
when we go out.” But I did not want to
wait till we went out.

4



 I asked Papa, “May I open that nice
looking box?”
“Not now, not now. You must wait.”
But I did not want to wait any more.
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Why do big people always say,
‘Not now, not now’?
That night, I went to sleep feeling
angry.
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The next day, I woke up early and went
into the kitchen. Ajji said, “You can eat
these laddoos now.”
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Ajja said, “We can play cricket now.”
Ma said, “You can wear these clothes
now.”
Papa said, “You can open this box
now.” And they all said, “Happy
birthday!”

8



Story Attribution:
This story: Not Now, Not Now! is written by Rohini Nilekani . © Pratham Books , 2011. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

Other Credits:
This book has been published on StoryWeaver by Pratham Books. The author of this book, Rohini Nilekani used to earlier write under the pseudonym
'Noni'. Pratham Books is a not-for-profit organization that publishes books in multiple Indian languages to promote reading among children.
www.prathambooks.org

Illustration Attributions:
Cover page: Boy's face looking out of a circular frame, by Ruchi Shah © Pratham Books, 2011. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.
Page 2: Boy, grandmother and laddoos, by Ruchi Shah © Pratham Books, 2011. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 3: Children
holding hands and playing, by Ruchi Shah © Pratham Books, 2011. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 4: Boy standing next to
shirt and cap , by Ruchi Shah © Pratham Books, 2011. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 5: Boy with father and a gift box, by
Ruchi Shah © Pratham Books, 2011. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 6: Boy lying in bed at night, by Ruchi Shah © Pratham
Books, 2011. Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 7: Boy and grandmother with laddoos, by Ruchi Shah © Pratham Books, 2011.
Some rights reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license. Page 8: Family surrounding a birthday cake, by Ruchi Shah © Pratham Books, 2011. Some rights
reserved. Released under CC BY 4.0 license.

Disclaimer: https://www.storyweaver.org.in/terms_and_conditions

Some rights reserved. This book is CC -BY -4.0 licensed. You can copy,
modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, all without asking permission. For full terms of use and
attribution, http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

http://localhost:3000/terms_and_conditions
http://localhost:3000/search?search[query]=Rohini Nilekani
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/75-boy-s-face-looking-out-of-a-circular-frame
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/76-boy-grandmother-and-laddoos
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/77-children-holding-hands-and-playing
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/78-boy-standing-next-to-shirt-and-cap
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/79-boy-with-father-and-a-gift-box
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/80-boy-lying-in-bed-at-night
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/81-boy-and-grandmother-with-laddoos
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/illustrations/82-family-surrounding-a-birthday-cake
http://localhost:3000/illustrations?search[query]=Ruchi Shah
http://localhost:3000/terms_and_conditions
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


This is a Level 1 book for children who are eager to begin reading.

(English)
Not Now, Not Now! The little boy in this story wants to do something now, but all his

elders say NOT NOW! Do you get angry when someone says that to
you?
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