
A ROLE MODEL fo r w om en around the  
w orld, the gracefu lly  beautiful Rohinl 
N ile kan l Is e q u a lly  at e ase  w ith h e r  
many avatars: the founder of three not- 
fo r -p ro f it  o rg a n isa tio n s  fo cu se d  on 
w ater and healthcare, education and 
children's books; the sparkling author 
o f both ra c y  t h r ille r s  and in s ig h tfu l 
books that cross-link the diverse issues 
facing the nation; and wife of Nandan 
N ilekani, w ho now  heads th e  Unique  
Identification Authority of India after a 
sterling innings at Infosys.

Rohinl Nilekani’s new book, Uncommon 
Ground (Penguin), Is an example of her 
sharp intelligence and tested network­
ing skills being put to w ork to pull off a 
seemingly impossible feat — getting 
together the doyens of the corpo­
rate world with their critics from  
civ il society. Business le a d e rs  
talk to -  and not talk at -  each  
other with the noble objective 
of finding a common platform  
for sharing ideas and finding 
so lu tio n s, e x p lo rin g  e ig h t  
them es that now define the 
c o u n try ’s so c io -p o lit ica l

“We need more of dialogue,” says Rohini Nilekani, author of the hook,
U ncom m on Ground.

Bringing the Indian Industry 
fi Close to Conscience Keepers

and econom ic scene.
N ilekani sh a re s  th e  c re d it  fo r  h e r  

g ro u n d -b re a k in g  w ork. “ I am not an 
expert on any of these Issues. Nor have I 
claimed to be one. All I have attempted  

to do is to provide a platform for dia­
logue for apparent adversaries to 

com e together and listen to each 
other, share Ideas and build links. 
As citizens we have to ensure that 
the sarkar and the bazaar do not 
collude against us.”

When asked w hether she shares 
the widespread view that the gov­
ernment is increasingly getting dis­

tanced from  everyday ground  
realties, Nilekani defends 

the dispensation.
‘ I ca n n o t m ake  
such sw eeping  

statem ents,” she 
says. “The state  

is constantly in

BETWEEN

contact with the corporate  w orld and 
the civil society, but what we urgently  
need is to Increase the points of contact. 
People want to be in touch with the gov­
ernm ent, and I don’t mean just the peo­
ple In Delhi, the capital, but people resid­
ing in any corner of India.”

The ou tco m e  o f h e r e n d e a v o u r to 
c ro ss-co n n e ct co n flic tin g  v o ice s  is a 
series of riveting dialogues between the 
new sm akers of o u r tim e. From m ega- 
entrepreneurs such as Mukesh Ambani, 
Sunil M ittal and Anand M ahindra, 
Nilekani extracts the twists and turns of 
their dealings with the government, and 
their take on the market and the people.

From the nation’s conscience-keepers  
like Aruna Roy, Medha Patkar and Sunita 
Narain, she m anages to draw  out the  
middle grounds that can be taken w ith­
out destabilising the econom y o r bring­
ing down the growth rate.

Brushing off the tags that trail behind 
her, such as ‘philanthrocapitalist’ or even 
‘p h ila n th ro g lo b a lis t’, N ilekan i says, 
“Businesses are definitely relooking at 
themselves and not Just doing CSR. But it 
is a long haul.” Many in the business fra­
te rn ity  have v isions fo r  a p ro spe ro u s  
India that is also inclusive with a fair dis­
tribution of wealth, and she’s certainly  
trying her best to give it shape.

Author, jo u rn a list, edu catio n ist and  
social entrepreneur, Nilekani effortlessly 
balances her many responsibilities. She’s 
now also a facilitator of dialogues across  
interest groups and she’s just loving it. 
But, “The media has a huge role to play,” 
she cautions. We cannot a gree  more!

www.rohininilekani.org




