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/ / ' T ' h e  social responsibility  of 
A business is to  increase its 

profits," w rote Friedm an in the 
New York Times m agazine in  1970. 
W hile there 'd  be fewer takers o f his 
d o c trin e  in  th e  p resen t day co rpo ­
rate world, th e  subject is still n o t a

com fortable one to  debate.
A nd th a t 's  precisely w hy Nile- 

kan i's Uncommon Ground m akes for 
a good read. It explores th e  m iddle 
g round  betw een  th e  ideological d i­
visions th a t often  polarise th e  busi­
ness an d  v o lun ta ry  sectors. Her ow n 
experience as an  ex-journalist, a 
w riter an d  a p h ilan th ro p is t, has u n ­
doubted ly  helped  her organise a rare 
d ialogue betw een  key stakeholders.

Based o n  her 2008 show  on  ndtv , 
th e  book brings together A nand Ma- 
h in d ra  an d  M edha Patkar to  discuss 
lan d  acquisition  an d  use; Yogi De- 
veshw ar and  Sunita N arain explore 
how  industry  can becom e m ore e n ­
v ironm en ta lly  sustainab le ... A nd 
each of th e  conversation  was am i­
cable and  productive. Sunil Bharti 
M ittal, for instance, agreed to  all th e  
suggestions m ade by A runa Roy. He 
said: “The state has to  do a big job...

seek private  sector partic ipation . 
Today's private  sector en trep reneu r 
is d ifferen t from  yesterday 's (en tre­
preneur). Just like th e  governm en t is 
d ifferen t from  yesterday. Give us a 
chance. Place som e tru s t in  us. And 
if w e d o n 't perform , p u n ish  us."

Raul Bajaj m ade an  equally  per­
tin e n t p o in t o n  th e  debate on  per­
sonal m ob ility  an d  tran spo rt: "Give 
h im  th e  car; let th ere  be a traffic 
jam . There w ill be pressure on  th e  
governm en t to  bu ild  m ore roads, 
bu ild  flyovers, bu ild  m ono  rails... 
It m ay take th re e  to  four years bu t 
o therw ise  you d o n 't bu ild  th is  car; 
you d o n 't bu ild  th e  tw o w heeler. So 
he  has n o th in g  an d  he keeps suffer­
ing. Because th e  In d ian  people are 
so to le ran t of all of us, of th e  rich 
a n d  of th e  pow erful, th a t 's  w hy it 
goes on . But one day there  w ill be 
a rebellion."

Well, at least th e  d ialogue has 
begun .
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