
C A P S U L E
BSNL session
The Bangalore Telecom District 

j^will hold open house sessions at 
11 its offices of area managers 

and deputy general managers on 
March 4 at 10 am. BSNL cus­
tomers are requested to avail of 
this opportunity to get their 
grievances redressed.

Photo contest
The Jan Shikshan Sansthan is 
organising a 'National Photo 
Competition' which will include * 
photography, essay writing and 
poster campaigns on literacy. For 
details, contact the Director, Jan 
Shikshan Sansthan, JSS Campus, 
Jayanagar, or call 26634019.

Nature cure
The Prakruti Jeevana Kendra is 
providing special treatment for 
those suffering from asthma, 
diabetes, back and neck ache, 
hypertension, etc. For details, 
dial 23369234.

Short-term courses
The Continuing Education Cell 
of SJ (Government) Polytechnic 
is holding short-term  courses 
from the first week of March. For 
details, dial 22384631.

Meditation camp
The Institute of Sri Ramach- 
andra Consciousness is organis­
ing a two-day free training pro­
gramme on 'pranahuti-aided 
meditation' from Sunday at 
Tippasandra. Food will be pro­
vided during the training. For 
details, dial 9448904549.

Pranic healing
SriVaibhava Pranic Healing cen­
ter is conducting a three-day free 
'pranic healing' for AIDS, cancer, 
kidney problem, BP, diabetes 
from March 4, at the Center.
For details, call: 57607276

-J

Minister with a yen for satellite data
V1JAY TIMES NEWS

Bangalore: Taking a cue from 
Gujarat, which utilises 
satellite data to help 
its fishing community, 
science and technolo­
gy minister Ramach- 
andra Gowda has 
made it his mission to 
use satellite data to 

study the position of water bodies in 
Karnataka.

Speaking to Vijay Times on 
Thursday, Gowda said, "I really did 
not know satellite data can be 
utilised to help fishing community. 
But I was the first politician to make 
use of this data to study water bodies

B 2in the State". ^
He said, "When there was a 

drought in the State, I had visited 
Raichur and other places as part of 
an all-party delegation. This set me 
thinking about studying the position 
of the State's lakes. When I realised 
satellites can be used for this pur­
pose, I approached Kasturi Rangan 
(former ISRO chief) and collected 
data on water bodies in Kolar and 
Tumkur. Based on this, even though I 
was an MLC then, I had prepared a 
private bill regarding the develop­
m ent of water bodies."

On the need for a water and forest 
audit, Gowda said he would take up 
the m atter at the state planning com­
mission meeting on March 9.

or science ana tecnnoiogy.
Karolinska Institute 

President Prof. Harriet 
Wallberg-Henriksson said 
the MoU includes excha­
nge of scientists and PhD 
students, and research col­
laboration on projects.

n e r s n i p , s n e  s a i a . u s e  
Chairman (International 
Relations) Prof Rahul 
Pandit, said the agreement 
would enable lISc to work 
out a strategic partnership 
with premier institutions 
abroad.

School gets fellowship status
Bangalore: The University of Cambridge
International Examinations (CIE) has accorded an 
international fellowship centre status to  the Mallya 
Aditi International School. Speaking to reporters, 
CIE South Asia regional m anager Mark 
Bartholomew said this step will now entitle students 
from this school to scholarships on the basis of aca­
demic merit and financial needs. The CIE has also 
been proposing an increase in its training facilities in 
India. A special website dedicated to education in 
India will be launched in summer, he added.

Slum kids to get lessons in mother tongue Bank starts school 
for bankers

VIJAY TIMES NEWS

Bangalore: The state government 
will now bank on the m other 
tongue to educate 1.5 lakh slum 
jehildren and extend improved 
facilities for poor students in gov­
ernm ent schools.

Speaking to reporters after inau­
gurating Akshara Khazana- a chil­
drens' library set up by Akshara 
foundation and Juniper Networks, 
IT M Vijay Baskhar, Secretary for 
primary and Secondary Education, 
said that the programme will be 
launched from the next academic 
session starting June after the 
selected teachers have undergone 
a 45-day training.

Lamenting that libraries in many 
of the government schools were 
ldjft unused, he said that necessary 
steps like keeping them open for 
students on holidays were under 
consideration.

Rohini Nilekani, Chairman, 
Akshara Foundation, said that the 
Foundation, set .up in 2002, had

VIJAY TIMES NEWS

Akshara Foundation chairperson Rohini Nilekani with children at the inau­
guration of ‘Akshara Khajana', a children’s library, at Annasandrapalya.

embarked upon a programme to 
set up libraries for poor children in

governm ent schools three years 
ago.

Bangalore: The Union 
Bank of India has started 
a banking school, the 
first of its kind in bank­
ing sector, in order to 
conduct m anagem ent 
education program m es 
for its officers.

The 'School of M an­
agem ent ', as it is called, 
was inaugurated here by 
K Cherian Varghese, 
C hairm an and M ana­
ging Director.

He said the this was 
conceived to identify 
and develop leadership 
within the bank.

The school will offer a 
full-time one-year m an­
agem ent education pro­
gramme. The first batch 
of 30 officers, shortlisted 
th rough a stringent 
selection process, will be 
trained at the school.
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