
ROHINI Nilekani is involved in a big way 
with Pratham India education initiative 
network. She's on the board of direc­

tors of this 10 year movement that has attract­
ed individuals and corporates to its mission of 
education for underprivileged children.

"Many corporates, the government and in­
dividuals have been our partners in the com­
munity based action on universal education,'  
says Nilekani. But ask her if Infosys is in­
volved, and the answer from the better half of 
the IT bluechip's CEO, MD & president Nan- 
dan Nilekani, is A firm no. "All the organisa­
tions that I am involved with work on issues 
that I feel need to be talked about," says 
Nilekani, who has consciously stayed away 
from Infosys Foundation because she wanted 
her voice to be independently heard.

Of course the early start-up days at Infosys 
were different. "We were all involved in the 
idea of creating the company and have
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worked as cooks, 
chauffeurs and men­
tors rolled in one. That 
phase would have 
lasted for at least sev­
en years," says 
Nilekani who opted 
out of both Infosys 
and her own career as 
a journalist for the sake of her kids who are 
now teenagers/'Infosys was passing through 
the throes of growth in those days. But I'm 
glad that I made that choice. I wanted to be a 
great mother and that came above either In­
fosys or being a greiat journalist," she says.

And now, she's very excited about Pratham

Rohini Nilekani wants to 
make available high-quality, 
low-cost books to as many 

children as possible

Books which is an effort to create 
high quality, low cost books for chil­
dren in India in as many languages as 
possible. "We started with an accel­
erated reading technique which is 
simple and child friendly using the 
numerous stories and community li­
braries across the country. With the 
Read India Books brand we are 
bringing together publishers, writers 
and corporate sponsors to launch 
high-quality and low cost books. 
While corporates can sponsor a se­
ries for as less as Rs 50,000, the 
movement will bring many good 
children's books into the market," 
she says. The hallmark of the three­
pronged strategy is simplicity. In fact 
there's no hi-tech jargon about 

Pratham or Nilekani's other projects like 
Arghyam, a funding agency for health, edu­
cation, arts and culture, Sutradhar, a chil­
dren's resource centre and Akshara Founda­
tion, aimed at sending every child in Banga­
lore to school, of which she is the chairperson.
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