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ON International Literacy 
Day, it is time to do some 
stock-taking. And sta tis­

tics do not console when it comes 
to  the  co n tin u in g  h igh  ra te  of 
school dropouts and the inability 
of even 50 p ercen t o f ch ild ren  
going to governm ent schools to 
read fluently.

But the picture is not entirely 
bleak. In Bangalore, the Akshara 
Foundation is spearheading the 
‘Read India’ initiative, a nation­
w ide cam paign  by P ra th am  
Resource Centre. ‘Read India’ is a 
th ree-p ronged  s tra teg y  w hich 
aims to inculcate the reading habit 
in one million children in the next 
five years.

At the launch of the Read India 
M ovem ent, R oh in i N ilekani, 
chairperson of Akshara Founda­
tion, expiained the needfor the ini­
tia tiv e  saying the re  w ere only

about 1,000 titles in any regional 
language for new readers. “Read 
India books wiQ bring a revolution 
into the book market. As of now, 
the  lim ited  read in g  m a te ria l 
means that children who do learn 
to read have not much more than 
textbooks to read,” said Nilekani.

A ddressing the gathering  in  
p art-E ng lish , part-K annada, 
N ilekan i’s p resen ta tion  gave a

(the  acce le ra ted  rea d in g  p ro ­
gramme), the launch of Read India 
books (a new  label p rov id ing  
cheap yet high quality books in 
various Indian languages) and a 
library project (to develop a net­
work of easily accessible commu­
nity libraries). Tulika Books have 
published The Why Why Girl by 
M ahashweta Devi, which is the 
first title beinglamiched under the

'A f o f  n o w ,t ti tH m itc d re jid fn g  m a te r ia ]  m e a m  th a t  

ch ild ren  W ho d o l a a m t o r a a d h w e  n o t  m u c h  m o re  
th a n te x tb o o k f  t o r c a d , ' f a i d I M t l  Nflelcanf

glimpse of exciting titles in Kan­
nada th a t would soon he made 
available to the chUdi'en. Having 
successfully tried out the acceler­
ated reading programme, a simple 
module that can teach children to 
read in 45 days, in Mokhada dis­
trict in Maharashtra, Pratham is 
now ready to use the approach for 
the Read India initiative.

Read In d ia ’s th ree-p ronged  
strategy involves ‘Odona Banni’ '

Read India label.
Launching the book and distiib- 

uting copies of the Kannada ver­
sion—Vaate YaakeHudugi trans­
lated by Gnanpeeth winning play­
w righ t G irish  K arnad, cricket 
icon Rahul Dravid congratulated 
the Akshara Foundation for doing 
their bit to encom-age the reading 
h ab it and  g iv ing  ch ild ren  the 
opportunity to devour good books. 
'The children, of coirrse, were the

m ost excited and greeted th e ir  
hero  D rav id  w ith  reso u n d in g  
applause.

But the b lu e s t treat was yet to 
come. For who can resist a good 
story, and when weU-known the­
a tre  p erso n a lity  Ja y a sh re e  B. 
began reading out of the book to 
her eager young audience, there 
was not one face in the hall that 
stayed imtouched by the endless 
curiosity of Moina, the little tribal 
girl who wanted to know why fish 
don’t  talk, why stars are so small, 
why school gets over..., and so on.

Jayashree went up and down the 
stage, alternately becoming little 
Moina, and aU the people she ques- 
tions. N othing could cu rb  h e r  
en thusiasm , not even a pow er 
breakdown midway through the 
programme. Dravid sat among his 
little fans and seemed to enjoy the 
animated story-teUing as much as 
they did.

■V.P. Baligar, Commissioner for 
Public Instructions, said that
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Rahul Dravid with wiahashweta Devi's book The Why Why Girl's 
Kannada translation by Girish Karnad in Bangalore on Monday
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