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Stand Alone
Role call: W ears m any hats in the social sector. 
A tru st fund of Rs 100 crore focuses on access 
to w ater while the A kshara Foundation works 
with over one lakh children under the 
Pratham  network. The form er journalist also 
funds activities in areas of personal in terest 
like poetry, yoga and music.
Balancing act: She keeps odd hours, writing 
whenever the m use strikes. But yoga, 
husband of 28 years, Nandan, daughter 
Jhanvi, 15, son Nihar, 13, and the A kshara 
Foundation keep her grounded.
Darkest moment as a woman: Initially being un ­
derstood only as “Mrs N andan”. “1 used to be 
upset, but no m ore. I have worked long and 
hard  to feel reasonably confident tha t my 
work speaks for Itse lf”
Worst cliche she’s heard: Behind every successful 
m an stands a wom an telling him he is wrong.

“ KEEP WORKING AND KEEP A SENSE OF HUMOUR. CON­
TINUE DOING WHAT YOU LOVE AND BELIEVE IN DOING.”
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"oene Junction
Role call: She worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes with her actor-politician father, 
shunning the limelight until she was th rust 
into it by his death last year. She started  
campaigning in the middle of her pregnancy 
and won the high-profile North-West seat in 
Mumbai. Has a formidable legacy of parents 
Sunil Dutt and Nargis to live up to.
Significant other: Husband Owen Roncon, who 
runs an entertainm ent company.
Balancing act: “It’s been tough but 1 manage. I 
make it a point to spend time with my family 
and my five-month old baby Siddharth. I never 
switch off my mobile but now I must learn to.”

Darkest moment as a woman;
“WHEN I LOST MY FATHER. I FELT COMPLETELY BEREFT, 
AND HAD TO WORK TO BRING MYSELF TOGETHER AGAIN."
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